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Deadly clashes during protests in Armenia alarm Secretary-General Ban


3 March 2008 –Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today voiced his deep concern about the deadly clashes between demonstrators and police forces in Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, where the results of recent presidential elections have been disputed. 

“It is his hope that these events, during which eight people died, will be thoroughly investigated,” Mr. Ban’s spokesperson said in a statement. 
“The Secretary-General calls on all parties to exercise full restraint and to find a way out of the current crisis. He also urges the Armenian authorities to take all necessary steps to ensure a return to normalcy, including through a speedy lifting of the state of emergency.” 

The statement was issued a day after Louise Arbour, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, also voiced alarm about the violent clashes in Yerevan and urged authorities to exercise maximum restraint. 

She noted that Armenia is a signatory to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which states that, even during states of emergency, fundamental rights such as the right to life and the prohibition of torture and cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment cannot be suspended. 

Protests began in Armenia after Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan was declared the winner of the 19 February presidential poll, a result that is disputed by the opposition candidate Levon Ter-Petrosyan. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/printnews.asp?nid=25823
New York, 3 March 2008 - Statement attributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on Armenia 
The Secretary-General is deeply concerned about the violent clashes between police forces and demonstrators in Armenia over the weekend. It is his hope that these events, during which eight people died, will be thoroughly investigated. 

The Secretary-General calls on all parties to exercise full restraint and to find a way out of the current crisis. He also urges the Armenian authorities to take all necessary steps to ensure a return to normalcy, including through a speedy lifting of the state of emergency. 

Deadly post-election protests in Armenia concern UN human rights chief


2 March 2008 –The United Nations human rights chief today voiced deep concern at reports that at least eight people have been killed and many others injured during demonstrations in Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, where the results of recent presidential elections have been disputed. 

Louise Arbour, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, issued a statement in which she said she was particularly concerned that force was used against peaceful demonstrators yesterday and that opposition protesters have been detained. 
Ms. Arbour called on the authorities in Armenia – where a state of emergency has been declared – to “exercise the utmost restraint and to ensure that due process is followed in the case of any detentions.” 

The High Commissioner noted that Armenia is a signatory to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) which states that, even during states of emergency, fundamental rights such as the right to life and the prohibition of torture and cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment cannot be suspended. 

“Any restrictions of rights must be proportionate and may only be applied to the extent and duration strictly warranted by the circumstances,” the statement added. 

Protests began in Yerevan after Prime Minister Serzh Sargsyan was declared the winner of the 19 February presidential poll, a result that is disputed by the opposition candidate Levon Ter-Petrosyan. 
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Geneva, 2 March 2008-- United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour said that she was deeply troubled following reports of eight deaths and numerous injuries on Saturday during demonstrations in the Armenian capital Yerevan, where a state of emergency has been declared.

The High Commissioner was particularly concerned by reports that force had been used against peaceful demonstrators and that opposition protestors had been detained. She called upon the authorities to exercise the utmost restraint and to ensure that due process is followed in the case of any detentions.

The High Commissioner recalled that Armenia is party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights which stipulates that, even during states of emergency, fundamental rights -- such as the right to life and the prohibition of torture and cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment -- cannot be suspended. Any restrictions of rights must be proportionate and may only be applied to the extent and duration strictly warranted by the circumstances. 


http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/A1B086787D61D9AAC1257400007F9420?opendocument
