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REPORT ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS IN YEREVAN
"Criminal" behavior dominates in the electoral processes

The latest elections in Yerevan communities once again proved that criminal mechanisms, fear and despair, deeply penetrated into Armenia's electoral processes. Against this backdrop all the steps to improve the electoral system are doomed to failure and the legitimacy of "elected" officials is questioned.
Transparency International Anti-corruption Center carried out election observation mission on September 7 and 28, 2008 to monitor the elections of community head and council members in 5 polling stations (PS) (4/12, 4/22, 4/39, 4/45, 4/46) of Yerevan’s Arabkir and 10 PSs (10/10, 10/13, 10/17, 10/21, 10/25, 10/28, 10/30, 10/37, 10/39, 10/44) of Kentron communities. The following were registered among different kinds of violations during Arabkir community elections. 
PS 4/12 
a. The name of a resident of 49 Arabkir Street, apartment 6 who has been living in Germany for 8 years now was still on the voter list. Despite 4 applications to remove it from the list, nothing has been done to set the affair going. 
b. At about 5 to 8 pm overcrowding /approximately 20-25 people/ and vehicles pileups were observed in the vicinity of the polling station. 

c. Parliamentarian Zaruhi Postanjyan and photo reporter Gagik Shamshyan of “Chorrord Ishkhanutyun” daily newspaper were not allowed to take pictures of the overcrowding. Numerous police officers did not mediate in the clash between the journalist and a proxy of a council member candidate, claiming that it was not lawful to shoot the incident. 

PS 4/22
a. The voter presented the copy of his passport and urged to be allowed to vote, threatening and arguing with commission members.
b. Commission chair of the adjacent PS repeatedly came to the precinct to get informed about the situation. 
PS 4/39

a. While registering voter data in the voter lists, a commission member did not write down the letters of the passport series.

b. A voter who came to the PS with his passport to cast his vote found out that someone else had already voted and signed instead of him (the fact was registered in protocol).

c. A voter’s signature was not authenticated as genuine, and the person recorded in the list was abroad at that time (the fact was registered in protocol).

d. From 6 to 7 pm a brawl accompanied with swearing, which started between a proxy and a commission member, resulted in interruption of voting for about 20 minutes.

e. There were gross inaccuracies and inconsistencies in the official protocol of results.
PS 4/45
a. A commission member found out that 2 ballot papers for community head elections were missing; while their stubs were preserved (the fact was registered in protocol).

b. Commission secretary impeded the work of a proxy by claiming that he had no right to stand next to the ballot boxes, voting booths and the registration desks without permission of the commission chair. 
PS 4/46

a. One of the commission members at about 11:00-12:00 was loudly arguing and making row by hindering the voting. 

b. Two of the proxies recurrently used vodka in the PS.
_______________________________________________________________________________
More violations were observed during the elections in Yerevan’s Kentron community, the following of which are presented below

PS 10/10
a. Overcrowding (nearly 20-25 people) was noticed near the entrance to the PS.

b. Overcrowding of young men and unauthorized persons' flocking into PS, including policemen, friends of proxies, neighborhood “strongmen”, etc. continually emerged in the PS.  

c. A campaign in favor of G. Beglaryan was carried out in the PS. 

d. Without hindrance G. Beglaryan proxy was approaching the voters and whispering in their ears. 

PS 10/13
a. Commission meeting began at 06:50 am and the PS door was immediately closed, thus several proxies and a commission member from Heritage Party were unable to participate in it. 

b. G. Beglaryan’s posters were not taken off the walls in the vicinity of PS. 

c. The voter lists were installed in an inconvenient place, so that no voter was able to approach it. 

d. Commission chair exerted pressure on observers and the proxies of the opposition candidate.
e. Carloading of voters, especially of elderly people was observed in Mercedeses and Hammers to PS. 
f. The location intended for proxies and observers were far from the ballot boxes, so that when great number of people gathered in the center of the room, they were out of the sight of the proxies and observers. 
PS 10/17
a. Proxies noticed and prevented voting of 4 constituents who were allowed to vote by commission members despite the fact that the registered addresses in their passports did not correspond to those in the voter register. 

b. Commission chair impeded the work of the observer and proxies.  
PS 10/21
a. Tense atmosphere was created ever since 7 am, as 2 of commission members harshly objected the proxies’ observation by standing behind the desks. 3 similar incidents happened, that were accompanied with insulting and swearing. 
b. The disposition of voting booths did not guarantee secrecy of the vote.  
c. Unauthorized people, including police officers, cleaner, building superintendent, friends of the proxies and other unknown people continually flocked into the PS. 
PS 10/25
a. The disposition of voting booths did not guarantee secrecy of the vote.  
b. Commission chair and one of the proxies interfered in the voting process. 
PS 10/28

a. The disposition of voting booths did not guarantee secrecy of the vote.  
b. A resident of 33-5 Tigran Mets Avenue claimed that despite numerous complaints the names of 4 residents were still registered in that address though they were living abroad, and the forth name was registered twice in sequence. 
c. Posters campaigning in favor of various candidates were to be found in the vicinity of the immediate entrance to the PS.

d. Overcrowding of young and hefty fellows were observed in the PS and in the meantime unauthorized people flocked, including police officers, cleaner, building superintendent friends of the proxies and neighborhood “strongmen”, etc.  
e. Commission secretary refused to submit the copy of protocol on vote results to the observer. 

PS 10/30 
a. The atmosphere was tense both in the PS and in its vicinity. Scores of people in groups were found within a 10-20-meter radius in front of the PS  from 3 pm till the end of the voting process. They were visiting the PS, as well as the neighboring precincts situated in the premises of the same school (10/29 and 10/31), escorted the voters and those leaving the precinct and were asking who for they had voted. The commission chair did not call police officers for law enforcement, it was the observer who had to call the police department of Kentron community after which the policemen emerged only for 10-15 minutes.
b. The disposition of voting booths did not guarantee secrecy of the vote, since the voters stood with their backs. 
c. Oftentimes several voters simultaneously approached the voting booths. Commission chair, particularly in the morning and evening hours escorted the voters to the voting booths and prompted whose names to mark. 
d. Approximately 15 people in different clothes for 4-5 times participated in the voting process. 
e. Psychological pressure was exerted on citizens in their electoral choices. A video camera was installed in the corner of the PS in 50-centimeter from one of the voting booths and in 1-meter from the ballot box, which was transferred to the opposite corner only about 5 pm after a critical remark of Radio Liberty reporter. It remained unknown as to who was shooting. 
f. A young man was asked to leave the PS during the election process, since he was reported to carry out “carousel voting” by ballots marked in favor of Ararat Zurabyan. The guys standing in front of the PS beat him in the presence of the commission chair. The chair did not call the police but kept the passport of the young man with him. 
g. Accompanied by others’ swearing words, one of the guys of the groups pulled and grabbed the photo camera of our organization’s observer during shooting of the overcrowding in the corridors and active movement in groups and returned it in a few minutes without the film. For the second time one of the same group of guys stole the observer’s handbag, taking the photo camera out of it and again returned it without the film. 
h. Commission chair roughly responded to the criticism of the observers and the proxies threatening to turn them out of the premises. 

PS 10/37
a. During the opening of the PS the observers and proxies were told to go and take their seats, thus reducing their rights and impeding the work. 

b. The ballot papers were not ready yet when the first voter entered the PS. 

c. The atmosphere was very tense in the PS from morning till the second half of the day. By constantly insulting and accusing, all the members of the commission attempted to exert pressure on one of the commission members.

d. The observer of the organization was denied to be given a copy of protocol by commission secretary. 
e. One of the members of commission threatened the proxies and observers by hindering them to get acquainted with the voters’ passports. 

e. Unauthorized unidentified persons flocked into the PS all the time.  
f. The same person frequented in the precinct 5 times by bringing carloads of various voters.

PS 10/39
a. A case of open voting was observed. 
b. A complaint on violation of voting procedure was not recorded in the register, telling that it would be done after the voting process. 
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