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As you know almost a year ago, in April-May 2018 we had a change of the government through people’s velvet non-violent revolution.  A major reason that mobilized the people against the former ​​consolidated autocratic regime was the widespread corruption in the country, and the new leader – Nikol Pashinyan came to power with a major promise to eradicate corruption. The results of elections held in December 2018 - more than 70 percent of votes received through democratic elections held for the first time since 1991 - actually indicated the people’s vote of confidence in the revolutionary force and its promises. This also confirmed the extremely high expectations of people, revealed earlier through public opinion polls.  

Though the Armenian state was officially fighting against corruption since 2003, we did not have any progress since then. TI’s corruption perception index was fluctuating around 35, fewer people trusted the government and the majority thought that the fight against corruption is not effective. People in Armenia became more and more cynical, desperate, and apathetic. TIAC believed that the government’s fight against corruption throughout the years largely was of an imitative nature though there were some elements of success in the establishment of preventive measures and development of legislation.   

In present, for the first time the Armenian people witness and trust that the government has a genuine political will to eradicate corruption in the country, and according to public opinion surveys people have very high expectations in that regard. For the first time we see that the law enforcement entities are actually operating - trying to do their job, there are accusations against former high-level officials, a few cases on the grounds of illicit enrichment, some efforts to recover the stolen assets, critical decrease of levels of petty corruption, readiness to spend the state budget to finance the anticorruption agenda. 

Apparently, reforms do not really move in a speed that we would like to see. We understand that this is explained by the big political change in the country and creation of new realities, the post-revolutionary uncertainties until the elections were held, heritage of cumbersome bureaucracy and failed policies, corruption in almost every field and every level, many new and unexperienced people in some key high-level positions, resistance and inertia of some public servants towards the novelties, multiple accumulated problems and impatience of people to see the change. We realise that this is overwhelming and creates confusion for the new government, hence it needs some time. On the other hand, reforms cannot wait long.

The main problems in the fight against corruption that we have today are the state’s lessened attention to the prevention of corruption, deferral of the establishment of the Corruption Prevention Committee, delay of and lack of public engagement in the development of the draft anticorruption strategy, holdup of implementation of certain international commitments. Major challenges faced by the new government are the lack of professionals and capacities, as well as clear roles and responsibilities in the anticorruption policy agenda and its implementation. We should also not forget that we still have the corrupt and untrusted judiciary. 

We believe that new realities in Armenia create a necessity to come up with a more visionary approach in the fight against corruption rather than continuing business as usual. The utmost important and urgent task at this moment should be the Armenian government’s clarification of its vision of anticorruption agenda and its elements - constructing the respective institutional and policy framework and clearly articulating its plans to the public. We believe that OECD’s support and expertise in this respect would be extremely valuable and critical. 

As a civil society organization we continue to watchdog the government, monitor general governance processes, help with policy input - particularly with respect to the anticorruption institutional framework, contribute to the agenda-setting and facilitate discussions among stakeholders.
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