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Press Conference in Urbat Club on the observation mission carried out on the day of the Yerevan Municipal Council elections (May 31, 2009)

02.06.2009 
On 31 May 2009, Helsinki Committee of Armenia and Urban Foundation for Sustainable Development carried out an observation mission on the election day in the Yerevan Municipal Council elections. The observation mission was carried out in 49 polling stations in Arabkir community (polling stations 4/01 through 4/32 and 5/18 through 5/34).

           100 local observers took part in the observation mission on the election day.

           The results of the observation mission will be summed up in the near future and a brief report will be produced and presented to the public.

           The observation on the election day revealed that overcrowding occurred in a number of polling stations. The overcrowding led to confusion in the polling stations and made the control over the voting process difficult. In some polling stations police officers took part in the vote count process. Also recorded were instances of group vote, open vote and voting as instructed by another party.

In a number of polling stations the observers noticed persons who would get in and out of the polling stations carrying voter lists and checking voter turnout data. Some voters attempted to vote using a photocopy of their passports or other persons’ passports.

           Attempts of multiple voting were made, which in some instances were foiled due to interventions.

           In some poling stations there were specific violations. For instance, in polling station 4/10 a voter entered the polling station already carrying a ballot paper and an envelope. Another voter left the polling station after registration without casting the ballot. During the vote count our observer noticed an empty envelope. As a result, the missing ballot paper was added to the pile of the ballot papers that were recognized null and void.

           The entire election, including the process of the vote count, was monitored by the precinct commission as well as by observers and proxies.

           Almost all observers were given extracts from the final protocols sealed and signed by the Commission chairperson and secretary.

           The vote count showed that the majority of votes were cast for Republican Party of Armenia, which was closely followed by Armenian National Congress. Prosperous Armenia Party came third with considerably fewer votes cast for it.
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